	RISK ASSESSMENT 
Insert School Name

	Playground and play equipment 
	Insert school logo - optional

	Assessment completed by: 


	Date Completed:


	

	

	PRINT NAME: 
	Next Review Date Due:
	
	


	Hazard / Risk


	Who is at Risk?


	How can the hazards cause harm?

	Normal Control Measures


	Are Normal Control Measures Y/N/NA

	
	
	
	
	In Place
	Adequate

	Defective play equipment 
	Playground supervisors, pupils
	Fractures, and other personal injury
	· All play equipment meets British or European Standards as appropriate 
· All play equipment is checked routinely by a competent person (weekly by Site Agent)
· All load bearing play equipment (climbing frames etc.) is checked, inspected

· Annually inspected by a competent contractor (Sports safe or similar)
· Play on climbing equipment is closely supervised

· All play equipment is checked for damage, splinters etc. before use and damage reported

· Sandpits are covered where practical and if left open checked for animal faeces and broken glass before use

· Where possible ball games are restricted to one area only 
(football restricted to far end of playground)

· Where possible the use of wheeled play equipment is restricted to one area

· Playground furniture is checked regularly and damage reported

	
	

	Defective play equipment 
	Playground supervisors, pupils
	Fractures, and other personal injury
	· Playgrounds are laid out to facilitate structured play 

· Quiet areas are provided with facilities to sit and socialise 

· Unsupervised access to nature gardens and ponds is prevented

· Unauthorised access to the playground is prevented by adequate security measures


	
	

	Play surfaces
	Staff,

pupils
	Personal injury
	· The playground is each holiday and checked for broken glass etc.

· Subsidence and cracking is reported and any significant holes protected


	
	

	Rough play
	Staff, pupils
	Personal injury
	· Staff are trained in playground supervision / safe practice (see separate breaktime/midday supervision RA).

	
	

	Weather conditions
	Staff, pupils
	Personal injury
	· Shaded areas or other means of protecting from hot sun are provided

· Wet play called by member of SLT and arrangements in place for wet 

play. 


	
	


	Additional Control Measures

(to take account of local/individual circumstances including changes such as working practices, equipment, staffing levels).
	Action by Whom

(list the name of the person/people who have been designated to conduct actions)
	Action by When

(set timescales for the completion of the actions – remember to prioritise them)
	Action Completed

(record the actual date of completion for each action listed)
	Residual Risk Rating

	
	
	
	
	

	Reviewed by:

Signature:


	COMMENTS:

Record any comments reviewer wishes to make. Including recommendations for future reviews.

	PRINT NAME:
	


	RESIDUAL RISK RATING
	ACTION REQUIRED

	VERY HIGH (VH) Strong likelihood of fatality / serious injury occurring
	The activity must not take place at all. 

You must identify further controls to reduce the risk rating.

	HIGH (H) Possibility of fatality/serious injury occurring
	You must identify further controls to reduce the risk rating.

Seek further advice, e.g. from your H&S Team, Consultant

	MEDIUM (M) Possibility of significant injury or over 7 day absence occurring
	If it is not possible to lower risk further, you will need to consider the risk against the benefit. Monitor risk assessments at this rating more regularly and closely.

	LOW (L) Possibility of minor injury only
	No further action required.


Playground and play equipment

